Paris

Overview

Paris is an assault on the senses. Smells of fresh baked baguettes, sweet pastries fill the air as you walk through neighborhood streets. Elegant and detailed architecture grace the buildings. Painters try to capture the beauty of Paris along the River Seine. Your ears might be treated to the sound of the accordion on the Métro. Paris is a city for romantics—a place to get lost and fall in love with every corner.

Paris is a great walking city. You can easily walk to many of the top sites and it’s a great way to see all the wonderful architecture and landscaping as well as watch all the people. The city is also rich in history. At times it seems possible to see the great writers and philosophers sitting at a sidewalk café smoking and drinking.

Enjoy roaming through the city. Admire the views from the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame and Sacré Coeur. Stroll through the many gardens. Have fun!

What to See

The Métro subway system is excellent way to get around the city if you need a break from walking.

Some great sights to see are:

Arc De Triomphe

Pl. Charles-de-Gaulle

Tel. 01-55-37-73-77

There’s a small museum halfway up the arch explains its history. 

Centre Pompidou

Pl. Georges-Pompidou 

Tel. 01-44-78-12-33

Houses the Musée National d’Art Moderne (Modern Art Museum). Street performances often take place in the plaza. 

Eiffel Tower

Quai Branly

Tel. 01-44-11-23-23

Provides a spectacular view from 1,000 feet. You can take stairs to the third deck or the elevator to the top.

Louvre

Palais du Louvre

Tel. 01-40-20-51-51

This well-known art museum houses a large collection of Asian, Egyptian, and Greek and Roman antiquities, as well as the famous Mona Lisa.

Musée D’Orsay

1 rue de la Légion d’Honneur

Tel. 01-40-49-48-84

This museum is most known for its collection of Impressionist and postimpressionist paintings.

Notre Dame

Pl. du Parvis

Tel. 01-44-32-16-72

This beautiful church is a Parisian landmark, as well as being home to Victor Hugo's fictional hunchback, Quasimodo. The 387-step climb to the top of the towers provides a good look at the fantastic gargoyles as well as a good view of the city.

Sacré Coeur

Pl. du Parvis-du-Sacré-Coeur

Tel. 01-53-41-89-00

The climb up to the top of Montmatre to visit the church and for the expansive view of Paris is worth it.

Where to Eat

Prices per entree

$
under $5

$$
$6-10

$$$
$11-20

$$$$
$20 and up

Restaurant Georges
$$

Centre Pompidou

Tel. 01 44 78 47 99

You can enter the restaurant through the left of the museum entrance without buying a ticket.

Although for some the architecture of the Centre Pompidou leaves something to be desired, you will have a splendid view of the city from the top of the building. Besides the spectacular view, the restaurant is very modern with metal flooring and accessories. The food is international.

Pastas are good and reasonably priced. The lobster salad is expensive, but the shelled half lobster is fresh and is served with hot curry mayonnaise. The club sandwich is a real treat, stuffed with bacon, tomatoes and chicken, and comes with waffled potato crisps. Top off the meal with a chocolate tart designed by Yves Saint Laurent.

Café Beaubourg
$$

43 rue St-Merri

Tel. 01 48 87 63 96

On a beautiful day, you can eat outside the Café Beaubourg on a chair with pillows the shapes of lips and watch the eclectic group of people in the plaza. The café serves great salads such as tomato mozzarella or arugula with shaved Parmesan cheese. For something more substantial try the cheeseburger or roasted chicken.

Tante Marguerite
$$$$

5 rue de Bourgogne

Tel. 01 45 51 79 42 

This restaurant serves French comfort food (I’m sure the French are wincing at that reference) Some menu items include salad of Paimpol Coco beans with mixed shellfish or a tasty minestrone garnished with a dollop of sour curd cheese. Other choices include Salers beefsteaks served with freshly made frites (fries), roasted cod on a bacon-accented potato galette (a type of crêpe), poached skate with caper vinaigrette and a skirt steak of lamb. Be sure to save room for dessert. They have what may be the best melted chocolate cake in town.

Bistrot Côte Mer
$$$

16 bd. St-Germain

Tel. 01-43-54-59-10

This reasonably priced fish house includes such items as a celery and apple remoulade with fresh scallops; shrimps cooked a la plancha, and grilled sea bass with black-olive polenta. You will see two daily meat specials on the menu as well. Finish off the meal with crepes flamed in Grand Marnier, or a divine cocoa soufflé.

Where to Stay

Paris offers plenty of choices in hotels. Prices vary as well. Not all rooms come with a continental breakfast so be sure to ask.

Rates

$
$50-69

$$
$70-89

$$$
$90-149

$$$$
$150 and up

Atelier Montparnasse
$$

49 rue Vavin

Tel. 01-46-33-60-00

This Art Deco-inspired hotel hosts rooms elegantly furnished with bathroom containing mosaic reproductions of famous French paintings. The hotel also hosts monthly art exhibits of local painters. The hotel is within walking distance of the Luxembourg Gardens and St-Germain-des-Prés.

17 rooms with bath. Room service, bar, baby-sitting, laundry service.

Esméralda
$$

4 rue St-Julien-le-Pauvre

Tel. 01-43-54-19-20

This 17th-century building across from Notre-Dame has an eclectic collection of rooms. Try to book a room on the street side to get a spectacular view of the cathedral.

19 rooms, 15 with bath.

George V
$$$$

31, avenue George V

Tel. 33 (0) 1 49 52 7000

The palace hotel is as lovely as the day it opened in 1928. Art Deco accessories, 17th-century tapestries, bas-reliefs in gold; and the marble-floor mosaics all create the luxurious vision of this hotel.

245 guest rooms, including 61 suites, 30 with private terrace. Restaurant, room service, in-room data ports, in-room safes, indoor pool, hair salon, health club, sauna, bar, laundry service, business services, meeting room, no-smoking room.

Paris Hôtel des Tuileries
$$$

10 rue Ste-Hyacinthe

Tel. 01-42-61-04-17

This hotel is tucked away in an 18th century townhouse and is charmingly decorated with antiques. The hotel is within walking distance of the Louvre, Tuileries Gardens, and place Vendôme. 

21 rooms, 5 suites, with bath. Room service, in-room safes, bar, laundry service.

For more information about Paris, go to www.fodors.com and www.expedia.com.

